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For immediate release 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART SPOTLIGHTS RENOWNED BOSNIAN 
FILMMAKER EMIR KUSTURICA 


(Cleveland, OH) Bosnian filmmaker Emir Kusturica is one of the most honored European 
filmmakers of the last 15 years. The Cleveland Museum of Art honors his work in the series 
Kusturica: Emir of the Imagination, September 1 to 15, 1996. Kusturica won the Grand 
Prize at the Venice Film Festival in 1981 (for Do You Remember Dolly Bell?), the Grand 
Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in both 1985 and 1995 (for When Father Was Away on 
Business and Underground, respectively), the Best Director prize at Cannes in 1989 (for 
Time of the Gypsies), and second prize at the Berlin Film Festival in 1992 {for Arizona 
Dream), And he has made only these five films! Says film program coordinator John Ewing: 
“Kusturica’ s movies are coming-of-age sagas told on a wide tapestry dotted with outlandish 
happenstance, eccentric characters, and mystical flourishes. But after the stormy European 
reception accorded Underground last year (this epic about the collapse of Yugoslavia was 
accused by some of being Serbian propaganda and the director, a Muslim, was branded a 
traitor), Kusturica, then 41, announced his retirement from filmmaking. If it holds, it would 
be a shame. Kusturica is a Promethean talent whose grand visions, poetic notions, and 
tragicomic surrealism lend themselves superbly to funny, lusty, oversized movies, four of 
which we screen this month.” Admission is $5, $4 CMA members. 


Sun/1 Sept, 1:30 pm Do You Remember Dolly Bell? 
(Yugoslavia, 1981, color, subtitles, 106 min.) directed 
by Emir Kusturica. Funny-sad memoir of sixties 
Sarajevo in which a teenage boy interested in rock 
music must cope with his father’s illness and with a 
prostitute hiding in the pigeon roost. Best Film at the 
1981 Venice Film Festival. Adults only! “One of the 
most phenomenal debuts in recent world cinema.” 
-The L.A. Times 

Wed/4 Sept, 7:15 pm Arizona Dream (USA/France, 
1993, color, 142 min.) directed by Emir Kusturica, 
with Johnny Depp, Faye Dunaway, Lili Taylor, and 
Jerry Lewis. Wacky, lyrical tale of a “fish counter” 
for the NY Fish and Game Dept, who travels to 
Arizona and becomes involved with an eccentric 
widow and her self-destructive daughter. Original 
director’s cut! 
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Wed/11 Sept, 7:15 pm Time of the Gypsies (Yugosla- 
via, 1989, color, subtitles, 142 min.) directed by Emir 
Kusturica. Magic realism in a Gypsy mode, as a 
young Gypsy boy with telekinetic powers leaves his 
loving community for a life of petty crime. In 
Romany. Best Director, Cannes 1989. 

Sun/15 Sept, 1:30 pm When Father Was Away on 
Business (Yugoslavia, 1985, color, subtitles, 144 
min.) directed by Emir Kusturica. Being the tragi- 
comic exploits of a young boy in fifties Yugoslavia 
whose father has been sent to a forced labor camp. 
Cannes Grand Prize Winner and Oscar nominee for 
Best Foreign Language Film, 1985. 
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